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SVE JE OTROVANO I SVE SKACE

-Kad rijeci prestanu odgovarati cinjenicama, vrijcme je da sc oprostimo od
rijeci i vratimo cinjenicama**, pise D. T. Suzuki, slavni ucitelj zena i populizator te
filozofije u svom Uvodu u zen budizam iz 1934. (citiram ga prema hrvatskom prijevodu

Zdenke Sajko, u izdanju Planetopije iz 2018.). Odnosno: „Kad Joshu kaze 'cempres u
dvoristu' ili kad Hakuin ispruzi jednu ruku, nema logickog nacina shvacanja. Osjecas

kao da je mars tvojih misli odjednom zaustavljen. Oklijevas, sumnjas, zabrinut si i

uznemiren, ne znajuci kako proci kroz zid koji se cini potpuno neprobojan. Kad

stigne do vrhunca, tvoja cijela osobnost, unutarnja volja, najdublja priroda, odlucivsi

okoncati situaeiju, baca se bcz misli o sebi ili ne-sebi, o ovome ili onomc, izravno i

otvoreno o eelieni zid koana. Ovo bacanje tvog cijelog bica o koan neocckivano orvara

dotad nepoznata podrueja evog uma. Intelektualno, to je transcendiranje granica

logickog dualizma, no istovremeno to je obnova, budenje unutarnjeg osjeta koji

omogucuje covjeku da prozre stvarno djelovanje stvari.“

Upravo tako djeluju i strip-ertezi Mira Zupe. Jcdnostavnc recenice na njima

koanski su nelogicne i duhovitc, dok odjekuju brojnim znacenjima i asoeijaeijama. A

sva ta znaccnja i asoeijaeije samo prolazc kroz nas um, da bismo ih odmah odbacili.

Ti iskazi stoje kao cudnovate, apsurdne cinjenice, za koje smo uvjercni da su

ispunjene dubokim smislom.

I njegov je likovni izricaj slican: trenutacan, ostar, kaligrafski. Kao da i svi ti

smijesni likovi s njegovih erteza, slika i skulptura nastaju brzim i izravnim uvidom u

srz postojanja, te sadrze mudrost koja nam tu srz priblizava. Ta je mudrost blesava,

apsurdna i naizgled izvree sve nasc umom uspostavljenc kategorije i ismijava se svim

mogucnostima nasega iskustva. Ali, takva je i stvarnost sama, kada je uvidimo iza

privida koji zivimo.

Feda Gavrilovic
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“When words cease to correspond with facts it is time for us to part with

words and return to facts”, writes D. T. Suzuki, the famous Zen teacher and

populizer of Zen philosophy in his Introduction to Zen Buddhism from 1934- ln ocher

words: “When Joshu says ‘the cypress-tree in the courtyard’, or when Hakuin puts

out his one hand, there is no logical way to get around it. You feel as if your march

of thought had been suddenly cut short. You hesitate, you doubt, you arc troubled

and agitated, not knowing how to break through the wall which seems altogether

impassable. When this climax is reached, your whole personality, your inmost will,

your deepest nature, determined to bring the situation to an issue, throws itself with

no thought of self or no-self, of this or that, directly and unreservedly against the

iron wall of the koan. This throwing your entire being against the koan unexpectedly

opens up a hitherto unknown region of the mind. Intellectually, this is the

transcending of the limits of logical dualism, but at the same time it is a

regeneration, the awakening of an inner sense which enables one to look into the

actual working of things.”

Indeed, this is true of Miro Zupa's comic drawings. The simple sentences on

them are koan-like, illogical, and witty, while resonating with numerous meanings

and associations. And all those meanings and associations simply pass through our

minds, only to be immediately discarded. These statements stand as peculiar, absurd

facts, for which we are convinced are filled with profound meaning.

And his artistic expression is similar: immediate, sharp, calligraphic. It is as

if all these comical characters in his drawings, paintings, and sculptures emerge from

a swift and direct insight into the core of existence, containing a wisdom that brings

us closer to that essence. This wisdom is whimsical, absurd, and seemingly twists all

the categories established by our minds, mocking all the possibilities of our

experience. However, such is reality itself, when we glimpse it beyond the illusion we

live.

Feda Gavrilovic
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